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Holy Aspirations, Philippians 3:7-21 
 
Introduction: 
 
Goal setting, dream chasing, focused living, living life with a vision, is 
the kind of thinking that has changed the world in some marvelous 
ways, (in some not so marvelous ways as well… the selfish ambitions 
of evil people…) 
 
Louis Pasteur, is regarded as one of the greatest saviors of 
humanity, and was responsible for the discovery of pasteurization. 
Pasteur’s systematic methods of research, scientific approach and 
insight revolutionized science. The volume of his medical 
achievements marks him as the single most important figure in the 
history of medicine. He made numerous discoveries but he is best 
remembered for his advocation of the germs theory and 
advancement in the causes and prevention of disease. 
 
Steve Jobs & Steve Wozniak, the duo who began Apple Computer 
in 1976, are among the most well-known revolutionaries of the 
computing age. Their invention of the first true personal computer 
changed people's ideas of what a computer could look like and what 
it could do for them to make their lives easier and their work more 
efficient. Apple continues to be one of the best-known and most 
popular brands of personal computing devices in the world. 
 
Henry Ford, was an American industrialist, the founder of the Ford 
Motor Company, and sponsor of the development of the assembly 
line technique of mass production. His introduction of the Model T 
automobile revolutionized transportation and American industry. As 
owner of the Ford Motor Company, he became one of the richest and 
best-known people in the world. He is credited with "Fordism": mass 
production of inexpensive goods coupled with high wages for 
workers. Ford had a global vision, with consumerism as the key to 
peace. His intense commitment to systematically lowering costs 
resulted in many technical and business innovations, including a 
franchise system that put dealerships throughout most of North 
America and in major cities on six continents. Ford left most of his 
vast wealth to the Ford Foundation but arranged for his family to 
control the company permanently. 
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Robert Goddard, was an American professor, physicist and inventor 
who is credited with creating and building the world's first liquid-fueled 
rocket, which he successfully launched on March 16, 1926. Goddard 
and his team launched 34 rockets between 1926 and 1941, achieving 
altitudes as high as 2.6 km (1.6 mi) and speeds as high as 885 km/h 
(550 mph) 
 
Thomas Edison, was an American inventor and businessman. He 
developed many devices that greatly influenced life around the world, 
including the phonograph, the motion picture camera, and a long-
lasting, practical electric light bulb. In addition, he created the world’s 
first industrial research laboratory. Dubbed "The Wizard of Menlo 
Park" (now Edison, New Jersey) by a newspaper reporter, he was 
one of the first inventors to apply the principles of mass production 
and large teamwork to the process of invention, and therefore is often 
credited with the creation of the first industrial research laboratory. 
 
George Washington Carver, was an American scientist, botanist, 
educator, and inventor. The exact day and year of his birth are 
unknown; he is believed to have been born into slavery in Missouri in 
January 1864. 
Carver's reputation is based on his research into and promotion of 
alternative crops to cotton, such as peanuts, soybeans and sweet 
potatoes, which also aided nutrition for farm families. He wanted poor 
farmers to grow alternative crops both as a source of their own food 
and as a source of other products to improve their quality of life. The 
most popular of his 44 practical bulletins for farmers contained 105 
food recipes using peanuts. He also developed and promoted about 
100 products made from peanuts that were useful for the house and 
farm, including cosmetics, dyes, paints, plastics, gasoline, and 
nitroglycerin. He received numerous honors for his work, including 
the Spingarn Medal of the NAACP. 
During the Reconstruction-era South, monoculture of cotton depleted 
the soil in many areas. In the early 20th century, the boll weevil 
destroyed much of the cotton crop, and planters and farm workers 
suffered. Carver's work on peanuts was intended to provide an 
alternative crop. 
 



 3

Eli Whitney, was an American inventor best known for inventing the 
cotton gin. This was one of the key inventions of the Industrial 
Revolution and shaped the economy of the Antebellum South. 
Whitney's invention made upland short cotton into a profitable crop, 
which strengthened the economic foundation of slavery in the United 
States (regardless of whether Whitney intended that or not). Despite 
the social and economic impact of his invention, Whitney lost many 
profits in legal battles over patent infringement for the cotton gin. 
Thereafter, he turned his attention into securing contracts with the 
government in the manufacture of muskets for the newly formed 
continental army. He continued making arms and inventing until his 
death in 1825. 
 
Alexander Graham Bell, was an eminent scientist, inventor, 
engineer and innovator who is credited with inventing the first 
practical telephone. 
Bell's father, grandfather, and brother had all been associated with 
work on elocution and speech, and both his mother and wife were 
deaf, profoundly influencing Bell's life's work. His research on hearing 
and speech further led him to experiment with hearing devices which 
eventually culminated in Bell being awarded the first US patent for the 
telephone in 1876. In retrospect, Bell considered his most famous 
invention an intrusion on his real work as a scientist and refused to 
have a telephone in his study. 
Many other inventions marked Bell's later life, including 
groundbreaking work in optical telecommunications, hydrofoils and 
aeronautics. In 1888, Alexander Graham Bell became one of the 
founding members of the National Geographic Society. Bell has been 
described as one of the most influential figures in human history 
 
George de Mestral, an agricultural engineer, and Marthe de 
Goumoëns in Colombier, near Lausanne, Switzerland. De Mestral 
designed a toy airplane at age twelve and patented it. He attended 
the École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne. After graduation in 
1930, he worked in the machine shop of an engineering company. He 
worked on inventing Velcro hook and loop fasteners for ten years 
starting in 1948. In 1955 he successfully patented hook and loop, 
eventually selling 60 million yards (about 55,000 km) a year through a 
multi-million dollar company. 
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Jean Hoerni, was one of eight engineers at the Fairchild 
Semiconductor company racing to build a better high-speed 
transistor. At the time, transistors were easily disrupted by dust or 
moisture, which is, you know, everywhere. One morning, Hoerni was 
taking a shower when he noticed the way water flowed over his 
hands, and it gave him the idea. If transitors could be coated in the 
right substance, then dust and moisture would just flow right ove 
them. He then thought of silicon dioxide, the perfect material. He then 
thought of silicon dioxide, the perfect material for the job. His solution 
eventually led to the intergrated circuit, the silicon chip, and almost 
everything else to come out of the Silicon Valley. 
 
We all aspire to something, we have goals that we work towards. 
Today I hope that we’ll be reminded that we have a great deal more 
success when we focus our efforts and when we truly make important 
things important. Reaching our goals often opens the way for other to 
reach their goals. 
 
Paul set a wonderful example for us in the reaching of his goals, his 
Holy Aspirations. From his example we can learn where our focus 
should be and how we must prioritize our efforts. 
 
That I may gain Christ 
Philippians 3:7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for 
the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may 
gain Christ  
 
1 Corinthians 2:2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
 
And be found in him 
Philippians 3:9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.  
 
Galatians 3:26, So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 
faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 
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I want to know Christ 
Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ—yes, (this is the second time 
he mentions knowing Christ) to know the power of his resurrection 
and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  
 
1 John 3: 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we 
will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

 
Attaining to the resurrection from the dead 
Philippians 3:11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from 
the dead. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 
made alive. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these 
words. 
 
Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to 
all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 
present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of 
the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave 
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for 
himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
 
I press on toward the goal 
Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I 
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press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Timothy 4:6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, 
and the time for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to 
all who have longed for his appearing. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my 
slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified for the prize. 
 
Conclusion: Christ has already guaranteed that this is a goal we can 
attain in vs 12, I press on to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me. 
 
Note that Paul makes it clear that we must take hold of it. 
 
Philippians 3:15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a 
view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God 
will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already 
attained. 
 17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and 
just as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as 
we do. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again 
even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their 
destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in 
their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship 
is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body. 
 
Think about this, one of God’s goals, maybe His only goal, is 
summed up in this passage: 
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John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 
 
What are you working on today, where is your life focused? 

 Does it count? 

 Does it make a difference? 

 What will it help others to accomplish? 

 What will my grandson say… 
 

"When you don't know where you are going, any road will get 
you there." 

Is heaven in your future? 
 


